
OFFICIAL 
MAGAZINE OF 
THE FREMANTLE 
DOCKERS

JULY 2018 
VOLUME  14.2

$5.95 (INC GST) 
PP606264/1022 

NGA  TOMORROW’S STARS SHINE

2018 SEASON SO FAR
FYFE DOMINATES  YOUTH STRATEGY CONTINUES

fremantlefc.com.au

01 DockerMag2 2018 Front Cover_FA_R.indd   1 13/06/2018   10:59 AM



4   #FOREVERFREO 
See what the players and fans have  
been up to in the #foreverfreo world

6    NEW KIDS ON THE DOCK 
Young men live out their dreams  
as Fremantle Dockers players

10   BUILDING COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATIONS 
The work performed by the Friends  
of the Foundation is acknowledged 

12   NEXT GEN SHINES  
ON THE BIG STAGE  
Fremantle’s Next Generation Academy  
is going from strength to strength  

14   HERO POSTER 
Nat Fyfe 150 games

17   SEASON SO FAR 
A recap of rounds 1-12 

21   AFL WOMEN’S 
Fremantle announce Trent Cooper  
as new AFLW coach

23   WHERE HAVE THEY DOCKED 
See what former player  
Winston Abraham is up to 

24    PURPLE PATCH 
Our supporters from all over the world 

26    KIDZONE

6
NEW KIDS 
ON THE 
DOCK
Debutants reflect on  
their careers so far  

JULY 2018

A product of the Fremantle Dockers  
Communications Department

Fremantle Football Club Ltd
31 Veterans Parade
Cockburn Central WA 6164
PO Box 381
Fremantle WA 6959

Administration
Phone (08) 9433 7000   
Fax (08) 9433 7001

Membership
Phone (08) 9433 7111   
Fax (08) 9433 7002
Email membership@fremantlefc.com.au
Web fremantlefc.com.au

Editors
Erin Verevis, Kasey Ball

Writers 
Tom Fee, Rosie Duffy, Luke Morfesse

Design and Production 
AFL Media

Printing 
Worldwide Cannington 

Photography
Fremantle Dockers Football Club,  
AFL Media, Phil Barnes

© Fremantle Football Club 2018
All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under 
copyright above, no part of this publication shall be 
reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval 
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means 
(electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording 
or otherwise) without the prior permission of the 
Fremantle Football Club. Information correct at  
time of going to print.

02-03 DockerMag2 2018 Contents_FA.indd   3 13/06/2018   9:27 AM02-03 DockerMag2 2018 Contents_FA.indd   2 13/06/2018   9:26 AM



#foreverfreo
Here is what the players and fans have 
been up to in the #foreverfreo world.

@freodockers   #forever freo  freodockersnaps

lachieneale 
My man Heath

hballas
Working out our game plan!

becally
Sorry for all the footy spam but we had so much fun last night.  
Em even got to keep the footy she was kicking on the ground �  
#foreverfreo #theadventuresofballantynebear

andy.brayshaw
How good’s a win

hballas
First ever #derby first ever win!!  
Jeez we were cute  @stephenhill32
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#foreverfreo
Here is what the players and fans have 
been up to in the #foreverfreo world.

@freodockers   #forever freo  freodockersnaps

mitchcrowden
Fremantle prison tunnels tour!�

michael31johnson
These three.. ���  
#funnykids #somuchlove #bunnings

claireplusone
First footy game! ��     #foreverfreo
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FOREVER FREO

A NEW FAN FROM 
KANSAS CITY
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On the evening of Friday 24 November, 2017, young men  
from all around Australia realised their AFL dreams and became 
Fremantle Dockers. Upon their arrival, it became clear that these 

new faces shared more than just a new club in common.

STORY  TOM FEE

I
t’s the lead-up to a typical 
mid-week training session at 
Victor George Kailis Oval.  
Players are relaxed, chatty  
and going through their usual 
warm-up routines.

On the boundary line, Adam Cerra runs 
fellow first-year player Andy Brayshaw 
through a bodywork drill he’s picked up 
from Nat Fyfe.

Or at least he’s trying to.
After being laughed at by a confused 

Brayshaw, Cerra calls the Fremantle 
captain over for clarification.

For the next few minutes, one draftee 
throws the ball up as the other takes 
turns in being pushed one way or another 
by the big-bodied Fyfe – just as the 
Brownlow Medallist has done to his 
opponents in his 150-plus game career.

“Admittedly, Nat better illustrated the 
point I was trying to make,” Cerra said.

“Having him at training is a massive help. 
With both Andy and I being midfielders, 
he’s there to show us the tips and tricks that 
come in handy on game day.”

Six months earlier, it was  
Brayshaw and Cerra being  
pulled around in a completely  
different scenario.

The pair had just been  
selected in the top five of their  
draft pool at the 2017 NAB AFL  
National Draft.

Once they stepped through  
the curtain and backstage at the  
Sydney Showgrounds, they entered  
a completely new world.

“Adam and I were literally being 
dragged in every different direction,” 
Brayshaw said of the hours spent on 
media street following his name 
 being called out at no.2.

“No matter how much you’re  
told in advance that you’re going  
to do a lot of media, it’s not enough  
to prepare you. That was probably  
one of the most exciting but also 
craziest moments of my life. 

“I guess that was all part of  
it. It was such an amazing night  
and ridiculously full on.”

Brayshaw’s standout memory  
from draft night was the beaming  
look on his parents’ faces, which  
only got bigger when brother  
Hamish became the second family 
member drafted on the night.

“My name got called out. I  
started to stand up and I turned  
to my mum and dad and they just  
had the biggest smiles on their  
faces,” Brayshaw said.

“When Hamish got picked, I  
was backstage doing a photoshoot  
with Channel Seven. 

“It was me and ‘Chez’ - one of us had 
our arms around the other in a pose for 
the camera - then in the corner of the 
room the TV showing the broadcast  
calls out Hamish’s name for  
West Coast.

“I didn’t really take it in but everyone 
stopped and looked at me. Then the 
realisation hit me – it was just the best 
feeling ever. 

“I was already so happy at the time,  
it just made me even happier.”

06-09 DockerMag2 2018 NKOB_FA.indd   6 13/06/2018   9:32 AM 06-09 DockerMag2 2018 NKOB_FA.indd   7 13/06/2018   9:32 AM



8      FREMANTLEFC.COM.AU

NEW KIDS ON THE DOCK

ABOVE: Mitch Crowden, Bailey Banfield  
and Andy Brayshaw walk off Optus  
Stadium following their first win for Freo.  
 
PREVIOUS PAGE: Andy Brayshaw and Adam 
Cerra show off their new colours in Sydney. 

For Cerra, draft night was an  
eye-opening transition from being a 
school-aged Eastern Ranges football 
prospect to an AFL player thrust into  
the media spotlight.

“I remember pretty clearly, once 
your name is called out, it’s almost like 
you instantly become a part of the AFL 
bubble,” Cerra said.

“I was talking to radio stations, 
speaking to ex-footballers like Matthew 
Lloyd who I used to watch as a kid. It was 
probably the first exposure to what AFL 
media is like.

“You get home in the early hours  
on Saturday morning and you’re 
celebrating with family and friends and 
then Sunday I’m in Perth ready for day 
one of pre-season on the Monday. 

“It’s a big jump from being at school 
playing under 18s footy but it’s definitely 
a rewarding one.”

Meanwhile on the outskirts of 
Adelaide, Mitch Crowden was enjoying 
what time he had left at home.

While Brayshaw and Cerra turned  
their phones off due to their constant 
ringing, Crowden was so caught up in  
the excitement he didn’t notice  
his buzzing at all - missing multiple  
calls for interviews from the Fremantle 
media department.

“I was too overwhelmed that night,” 
Crowden said.

“I had no idea where I was going or  
if I was going at all, so when I got called 
out at pick 59 I was so happy. There was 
a lot of emotion.

“Everyone was over and celebrating,  
so I wasn’t looking at my phone.”

The trio were among eight interstate 
players soon to make Perth their new 
home, with Hugh Dixon, Tom North, 
Lloyd Meek, Sam Switkowski and  
Stefan Giro joining WA-based Bailey 
Banfield and Scott Jones as Freo’s 10 
new draftees for the 2018 season.

With so many new teammates 
making the transition to a new life, 
Banfield decided to do the same.

“We’re a really close-knit group. 
Especially early on as draftees, you 
naturally come together,”  
Banfield said.

“I’ve moved out of home too,  
so that shows how close we are.

“We’re all really good mates  
and I’m living with Lloyd, Stefan  
and Sam now.”

Overlooked in the 2016 drafts  
and the 2017 National Draft, Banfield 
was a relative afterthought in 
comparison to the likes of Brayshaw  
and Cerra - taken with pick no.5 in  
the 2017 NAB AFL Rookie Draft.

But Banfield added weight to the 
maxim that your draft position is just  
a number, working hard to earn his debut 
alongside Brayshaw for round one.

By round two, they would be  
joined by Cerra and Crowden, with  
the quartet playing the next eight  
AFL games together.

Second-year defender Taylin Duman 
became Freo’s fifth debutant in round 
five, joined by Giro and Jones in round 11 
as Freo’s seven 2018 debutants from the 
first half of the season.

Up to and including round 12, 
Fremantle has seen 52 games played by 
their 2018 debutants – nine more than 
any other AFL club.

“Having a few of us in the AFL  
team is really cool,” Banfield said.

“It’s important knowing there’s a couple 
of other blokes in there who are going 
through the exact same things you are. 

“For away games, we bounce off  
each other a lot and hang out.”

So inseparable are the next 
generation of Freo players, they’re  
even together on their days off.

 “We’ve bonded from day one and we 
pretty much do everything together, even 
the other day we all went to the cinema 
and saw Deadpool 2,” Crowden said.

“It’s good to know you’ve always 
got someone to talk to. On away trips, 
we’ve pretty much got a best mate 
flying away with us.”

From a list of 44 players, adding 10 new 
faces can have a big change to the dynamic 
of the entire group – especially when the 
bulk of these are fresh out of school.

Senior coach Ross Lyon knows that 
learning the rigours of AFL life is all  
part of the experience of being a  
first-year-player.

That said, Lyon’s found the 2018 
intake to be quick to adapt to the  
game’s high expectations.

“We’ve seen draftees come through 
where everything is shiny and new,” 
Lyon said.

“New players generally don’t come  
to grips with understanding the realities  
of AFL football that quickly, or 
understand how you need to train, 
prepare and learn the game plan.

“What we’ve seen from the bulk  
of this group is their application.

“They’ve come through almost 
singularly focused on training hard, 
learning the game plan and being  
self-directed and driven.

“It’s so hard for the recruiters.  
They do their best to drill in and I’m 
hoping it’s method of our recruitment 
rather than random luck. We would  
like that to be coming through the  
door more often.”

The group’s made an instant 
 impact, particularly when applying 
pressure on the opposition. From the 
opening 12 rounds, Brayshaw has led  
the club for tackles, while Crowden 
trails only Brayshaw for tackles from 
the eight games he played between 
rounds two and nine.

“What’s important is, when we’ve 
picked them, they’ve been able to 
stand up and deliver,” Lyon said.

I’m not 
playing for 
myself. I’m 
representing 
a club, 
representing 
a huge number 
of fans and 
there’s people 
depending 
on me.  
– Brayshaw
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T H E  N E W 
LETHAL 
TIGREOR IT FF

ASICS is a proud supporter of 
the Fremantle Dockers

“That really shows their level of 
commitment and that’s allowed us  
to improve our football as a group.

“It’s really inspiring and they’ve all  
done bits and pieces that stand out. 

“Banfield’s gone to some top-flight  
AFL players and really negated them 
quite well. (Essendon’s) Zach Merrett  
and (Gold Coast’s) Aaron Hall are the 
obvious examples. 

“Crowden’s work rate is really good, 
he’s brave.

“Cerra’s left foot goal against St Kilda 
shows his polish but he’s really brave too.

“Andy’s playing some big halves, he 
had 10 possessions in the second quarter 
against St Kilda.

“Stefan Giro and Tom North can really 
play. We’re just excited to see what they 
can all deliver with a full summer.”

Back in November, standing on the 
stage at the Sydney Showgrounds, 
Brayshaw remembered his brief initial 
encounter with Lyon as he accepted  
his Fremantle jumper in front of the  
TV cameras.

Lyon shared some advice as he  
walked Brayshaw through the curtain  
and into the world of AFL football.

“Walking off the stage, Ross just said 
something along the lines of ‘you’ll be 
alright mate, I’ll take you out to dinner 
tonight and I’ll look after you’,” 
Brayshaw recalled.

ABOVE: Ross Lyon and Adam Cerra  
at the 2017 Draft.

BELOW: Andy Brayshaw embraces his mum 
after hearing his name called out on draft night. 

“I think he said something similar to 
Adam and that night we got to know him. 
He’s definitely stuck true to his words 
that’s for sure.”

Cerra said he was too preoccupied 
with trying not to embarrass himself on 
live TV to remember the details of being 
on stage, however a simple piece of Lyon 
advice has stuck with him at the club.

“Heading into my first training session, 
my mentality was to just put my best 
foot forward,” Cerra said.

“Ross always said to us, all he wants 
is our effort, so that was my main focus 
throughout preseason - to put in that 
effort and learn as much as I can.”

From the countless conversations 
and interviews on that Friday night in 
Sydney – perhaps the most meaningful to 
Brayshaw was one with a young Freo fan.

“There was this little girl from the 
crowd that asked me to sign her jersey 
just after I got drafted,” Brayshaw said.

“It was the first time I’ve had someone ask 
for my signature and it was a bit of a shock.

“It made me realise that from now on, 
I’m not playing for myself. I’m representing 
a club, representing a huge number of fans 
and there’s people depending on me.”  
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the team in front of 33,388 fans  
at Optus Stadium.

“Ever since I was in Auskick and got 
into the more advanced play, I always 
wanted to play for Freo,” Heath said.

“But last year I found out I was going 
to lose my eyesight and I thought, how 
am I going to be able to join Freo?”

Entering his sixth year as a Starlight 
Ambassador, Neale said he felt there 
was something particularly emotional 
about Heath’s wish.

“Everyone has tough patches 
throughout their life and Heath’s is 
obviously amplified,” Neale said.

“I’ve been a part of Starlight for  
a few years now and every time  
(we do a wish), it’s pretty special. 

“This year it’s no different to be here 
with Heath, it was amazing and I was 
pretty emotional myself.”

F
remantle held its  
annual Foundation  
Round game in  
round 15 against  
Brisbane at Optus 
Stadium, with the club 

acknowledging the work performed  
by the partners of the Fremantle 
Dockers Foundation.

The game gave an opportunity 
to all of Fremantle’s ‘Friends of 
the Foundation’ to showcase their 
important work to fans of the club. 

So far this year, Fremantle have 
hosted the annual Starlight Purple 
Haze Game in round three - raising 
$170,112 for seriously ill children and 
their families - and has established 
relationships with charity partners 
including Coastcare and Ronald 
McDonald House Australia.

HEATH MAKES  
THE TEAM
What started as a regular school 
assembly at St Mark’s Anglican School 
turned into a dream come true for 
12-year-old Freo fan Heath McAuliffe.

Lachie Neale made a surprise 
appearance and announced that Heath 
was expected to front up at Freo’s 
training session the following day at 
Optus Stadium. 

Heath’s dream was to one day play 
AFL for the Fremantle Dockers but due 
to a genetic eye disease (Stargardt’s 
disease) he will lose the majority of his 
vision over the next few years.

That weekend, at the Starlight 
Purple Haze Game against Gold Coast, 
Heath’s AFL dream became a reality 
when he ran out onto the ground with 

 BUILDING COMMUNITY  

FOUNDATIONS

FREMANTLE DOCKERS

FOUNDATION

ABOVE: ‘Starlight Star’ 
Heath McAuliffe runs 
through the banner.

…it was  
amazing and  
I was pretty 
emotional 
myself.  
– Neale
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MUNDY’S  
MARINE  
PASSION
There’s no better way to spend  
a day off than at the beach, which  
is where David Mundy headed  
one morning earlier this season.

But the star midfielder wasn’t 
looking to get his feet wet. Instead, 
he was lending a hand to a group of 
Coastcare volunteers working  
to protect the sand dunes at 
Leighton Beach.

The ocean is a passion of Mundy’s, 
with the Fremantle life member 
looking to find a career in marine 
protection following his AFL career.

“I’m studying marine science at 
Murdoch so it’s something that I 
really care about,” Mundy said.

“We’re doing a bit of planting and 
setting up some tree guards in the 
hope to stabilise the sand dunes 
and try and protect what we can.

“The guys at Coastcare are doing 
a fantastic job in rehabilitating and 
protecting our sand dunes.”

BLAKELY AND 
SUTCLIFFE TEAM 
UP FOR THE KIDS
Connor Blakely and teammate  
Cam Sutcliffe made the most of a 
day off in April to put on a coaching 
session for the kids from Ronald 
McDonald House Perth.

RMH helps regional families 
remain close to their child while  
undergoing medical treatment.

“You can definitely get caught 
up in the footy world and just worry 
about your own issues and form,” 
Blakely said.

“The tough times they go 
through, it’s pretty sad and it  
gives you a bit of perspective.

“I found that I got a lot out of 
it myself and you enjoy getting to 
know the families and the kids.”

Growing up in Bunbury, Blakely 
said he could relate to the problems 
faced by families living outside of 
the metropolitan area, especially 
for those from the remote  
areas of the State.

“Obviously when the  
treatments are happening in  
Perth, some kids are travelling  
from Karratha and Broome  
and places like that,” Blakely said. 

“RMH gives them  
somewhere they can stay  
and have their base and family 
here supporting them – it’s 
something that’s very beneficial 
and a great initiative.”

FREO LAUNCHES 
FAMILY ACADEMY
Earlier this year, the Fremantle 
Dockers Foundation launched 
the Family Academy program, 
established to engage with the  
sons and daughters of current  
and past players to, hopefully, 
become the next generation  
of Fremantle players.

The launch at Cockburn  
ARC was the largest gathering  
of past players the club has  
seen since a function leading 
into the 2013 Grand Final  
in Melbourne.

The night saw families of  
current and past footballers  
fill the room with more than  
100 people in attendance,  
including former Fremantle 
captains Shaun McManus  
and Peter Bell with their  
wives and children.

A father of three,  
former player Daniel  
Bandy praised the  
initiative as he raises  
children aspiring to be  
Freo players one day.

“I think it’s awesome.  
With the father-son and  
father-daughter rules, my  
kids fall into that bracket,  
so if they’re good enough you  
never know, they could be  
wearing the purple one day,”  
said the 105-game player.

“My daughter Indi’s the  
one that gets me out there  
kicking the footy and taking  
a mark and the big hangs,  
so you just never know  
do you.”  

10-11 DockerMag2 2018 Foundation_FA.indd   11 13/06/2018   9:34 AM



L
ed by NGA coach 
Tendai Mzungu and 
AFL player Brady Grey, 
Fremantle ran out 
convincing winners in 
the NGA Derby, played 

as a curtain raiser to the round six 
Western Derby at Optus Stadium.

The teams were made up of 
players from Fremantle and West 
Coast’s metropolitan zones, with Freo 
selecting the best multicultural talent 
from the Peel, East Fremantle, South 
Fremantle, Claremont and West  
Perth development areas. 

The NGA Derby serves as a 
stepping-stone into the next 
developmental phase of the academy 
– the NGA Elite Talent Program. 

Current members of the NGA Elite 
Talent Program – Brandon Walker,  

Joel Western, Keanu Haddow and Chris 
Walker - participated in the equivalent 
NGA Derby in 2017.

Nasman Donovan, a 15-year-old 
midfielder from the Peel region,  
was named by Mzungu as Freo’s  
best on ground.

“The team played with really great 
spirit and we had a lot of fun out 
there,” Donovan said.

“The atmosphere was crazy 
playing at such a big stadium. 
It was such a surreal moment.”

Donovan said learning from the 
likes of Mzungu, who played 106 
games at AFL level including 102 for 
Fremantle, was invaluable.

“You get a great insight of the 
game, knowing that someone’s played 
AFL and is passing that first-hand 
experience on to you,” Donovan said.

North West Academy  
tours Freo facility
Fifteen members of the WAFC’s  
North West Academy program  
were given a glimpse of the next  
step when they toured and 
completed a recovery session at 
Fremantle’s training facilities at 
Cockburn ARC in April.

The group made the long trip 
south from the Kimberley to see 
where they could be training if they 
make the step up to the NGA Elite 
Talent Program.

As an aspiring footballer from 
Kununurra, Taylin Bin Busu said the 
tour was an eye opener.

“We’ve come in to look at the 
facilities, to see what the players do 
here and see how everything works,” 
Bin Busu said.

You get a great 
insight of the  
game, knowing  
that someone’s 
played AFL and is 
passing that first-
hand experience  
on to you. 
–  Nasman Donovan 

SHINES  
ON THE 
BIG  
STAGE
STORY  TOM FEE
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Fremantle’s Next Generation Academy is  
going from strength to strength, as evident  

in Freo’s win in the NGA Derby.
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Kimberley,” Norman said.
“It’s important to have  

him provide them with some 
more insight into what life  
could be like over the next two 

to three years, if they do make the 
transition to Perth.

“He told them what’s  
required and the different things 
they’re going to have to focus on  
once they get back to the Kimberley  
to make that dream a reality.”

Flying the Freo flag
Congratulations to twelve Fremantle 
NGA players who represented their 
state at the 2018 AFL Diversity 
Championships in Sydney in April.

Of the twelve, nine players were 
selected to represent the WA All 
Nations team from Fremantle’s NGA 
metropolitan zones in Ashwin Malik, 
Riley Colborne, Kai Holmes and Ronan 
O’Hehir of South Fremantle, Dominic 
Dravitzki and Nasman Donovan of  
Peel, Travis Moore and Seth Connor  
of East Fremantle and Josh Francis  
of Claremont.

The remaining three players from 
Fremantle’s Kimberley zone represented 
the WA Indigenous Kickstart team in 
Wesleigh Hatch, Dallas McAdam and 
Brendan Bin Omar.  

LEFT:  
Freo NGA players celebrate their  
win in the Next Generation Derby.

NGA’S VISIT  
TO THE KIMBERLEY
Representatives of Fremantle’s 
Next Generation Academy, 
including coach Tendai Mzungu, 
headed to Broome, Derby and 
Fitzroy Crossing in March to host 
clinics for players and coaches in 
association with the Kimberley 
Spirit Football Program.

Mzungu hosted a course for 
coaches based in the Kimberley 
region ahead of a skills clinic for 
players to show off their talents.

Graeme Hastie, a coach from the 
West Kimberley Football League, 
said the experience was invaluable.

“What we have taken away from 
this can only be beneficial  
as coaches and to our players,”  
Hastie said.

“Even the little things can make 
massive differences. If we can pick up 
something we can improve, it might 
make a massive difference to one of 
our players or all of our players.”

Kimberley Spirit Coordinator 
Shaun Norman was especially 
delighted to see a growth in interest 
from girls playing footy in the region.

“Last year we had two girls 
participate in the Broome Talent  
Day and this year we had seven,” 
Norman said.

“I think that’s a really positive sign, 
coming from things like the women’s 
West Kimberley Football League 
and what the AFLW Fremantle 
Dockers team is doing too.

“It’s really providing some 
excitement for the 

girls around the 
Kimberley and 

we’re looking 
to provide 
even more 
opportunities 
in the female 
football space.”

LEFT:  
Kids from the  
Broome talent day.

“Checking out all the new 
equipment, everything’s all new and 
high-tech.”

The group was joined by Brady 
Grey on the tour and had a Q&A with 
academy member Jason Carter.

Bin Busu said it was inspiring to spend 
the day at the club and to see how his 
AFL heroes go about their daily work.

“It’s really exciting being that close. 
Being in the rooms and seeing where 
they get ready,” Bin Busu said.

Kimberley Spirit Coordinator Shaun 
Norman accompanied the group 
on the tour as a part of his role with 
Garnduwa - an Indigenous sport and 
recreation organisation for remote 
Kimberley communities.

Norman said it was important for 
the group to hear from the likes of 
Carter, who is currently playing with 
the Peel colts side.

Originally from Wyndham, 18-year-
old Carter is eligible to be taken as a 
Fremantle Academy selection at the 
2018 NAB AFL National Draft.

 “Jason’s probably seen a lot of 
these boys growing up around the 
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

2018 
THE SEASON SO FAR
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

A HOUSEWARMING TO REMEMBER
Of all the highlights from Fremantle’s 
round two win against Essendon, on 
Saturday 31 March, the best was Freo 
following the lead of the AFLW team to 
win in their first game at Optus Stadium. 
The Bombers headed west with their tails 
up following an opening round defeat 

of grand finalists Adelaide, however 
Fremantle had other ideas as they 
christened their new home in style. The 
49,021 fans in attendance didn’t have to 
wait long to see Freo’s first AFL goal at 
the ground, with Matt Taberner slotting 
from a tight angle after 16 seconds – his 

first of four for the night. The game saw 
the debuts of Adam Cerra and Mitch 
Crowden, with Cerra kicking two goals in 
his first game of AFL football. Fellow first-
year draftee Bailey Banfield shut down 
Zach Merrett while Alex Pearce kept  
2017 All Australian Joe Daniher goalless.

2018 
THE SEASON SO FAR

A brand new stadium, a scintillating Michael Walters 
performance, Nat Fyfe dominating and the team’s 

new faces impressing. Here are just some of the key 
moments from the season to date.

FREMANTLEFC.COM.AU       17
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THE SEASON SO FAR

A GUARD 
OF HONOUR
Following the round three win against 
Gold Coast, the Fremantle playing 
group acknowledged the day’s real 
heroes. The clash was celebrated as the 
Starlight Purple Haze Game and after 
the siren, the team gave the ‘Starlight 
Stars’ a guard of honour as they were 
cheered off the ground. The tribute 
didn’t stop there, with the kids joining 
the players in the change rooms to belt 
out the team song.

FYFE ON FIRE
The Fremantle captain has returned 
to his dominant best in 2018. Fyfe 
put up five potential best on ground 
performances in the opening eight 
rounds, ranging from his 43 disposals 
against the Western Bulldogs to a 
massive 26 contested possessions  
against Richmond. Despite his form 
being on par with his 2015 Brownlow 
Medal winning season, Fyfe will be 
ineligible for the award in 2018 following 
his suspension for striking in round 11.

VETERANS 
HONOURED
The 2018 Len Hall Tribute Game  
against the Western Bulldogs in  
round five commemorated the 
centenary of the Armistice that  
ended World War I. Approximately  
80 veterans were honoured pre-game 
as they marched across Optus Stadium 
to the applause of the Freo Faithful. 
The spine-tingling tribute in the lead  
up to bounce down included the Last 
Post, a minute’s silence and  
the national anthem.

SONNY  
KICKS A BAG
Michael Walters turned it on against 
the Western Bulldogs. The small 
forward piled on five goals in Freo’s 
54-point win, including an amazing 
snap while being tackled by Caleb 
Daniel in the third quarter.

FREO’S NEW ‘PEST’
Bailey Banfield has been a revelation 
in the tagger role, limiting the impact 
of key opponents including Essendon’s 
Zach Merrett, Gold Coast’s Aaron Hall, 
Lachie Whitfield of GWS, Caleb Daniel 
of the Western Bulldogs and St Kilda’s 
Jack Steven. The 20-year-old has 
enjoyed what has been a quick rise  
at Fremantle, coming in with pick  

no.5 in the 2017 NAB AFL Rookie  
Draft and going on to make  

his debut in round one.
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FREO MUMS 
FEEL THE LOVE
It was the perfect lead up to Mother’s 
Day when Freo ran out 30-point winners 
on a Saturday night against St Kilda in 
round eight. As part of their post-game 
celebrations, the Freo players handed 
out bunches of flowers to mums in the 
crowd before handing flowers to their 
own mums in the changerooms.

ED LANGDON IS… 
THE CHASER
There’s a lot of talk about ‘one per 
centers’ in footy and Ed Langdon’s 
desperate run-down tackle on Kayne 
Turner from North Melbourne in round  
10 was a one-percenter at its very best.  
The 22-year-old committed to the chase 
from just outside Freo’s forward 50, all 
the way to North’s equivalent where he 

not only reached his target,  
but executed the tackle brilliantly  
to be awarded the free kick,  
resulting in a Michael Walters goal.

CROWS THRILLER
Two of Freo’s biggest names in  
Fyfe and Sandilands may have  
sat this one out , but a big thing  
called belief came into the side in  
round 12. From the opening bounce  
Freo fans got to see what damage  
the team could do in the absence 
of its two stars. Adam Cerra was 
outstanding playing across half  
back, while Brennan Cox delivered  
four goals in a breakout game for  
the second-year player. It was a  
contest that went down to the  
wire with Freo holding on by three  
points in Stefan Giro and Scott  
Jones’ first win for the club. 

FREO’S RISING STAR
In round 12, Brennan Cox became 
Fremantle’s first NAB AFL  
Rising Star nominee following  
a four-goal performance in Freo’s  
three-point win against Adelaide  
at Optus Stadium.

The 19-year-old’s strong  
overhead marking ability was on 
show, pulling in seven marks with 
four of those inside 50. He also 
impressed in the contest with 
11 contested possessions while 
laying five tackles. 
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ISC. PROUD APPAREL PARTNERS TO
THE FREMANTLE DOCKERS
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I
n June, Fremantle announced 
their new NAB AFL Women’s 
senior coach for the next two 
seasons, with Trent Cooper 
taking the reins at the club  
until 2020.

The former Swan Districts and Peel 
Thunder player has an impressive 
coaching resume, including working as 
an assistant coach for the Swan Districts 
league team and coaching their colts to 
a premiership in 2014.

Since 2017, Cooper’s focus turned to 
the women’s game as the coach of the 
WA U18 women’s team and commencing 
his role in women’s high performance 
with the WAFC.

A long time Freo fan, Cooper was 
delighted to join the club at the helm of 
the AFLW team.

“I’m very excited. Women’s football is 
a quickly growing area,” Cooper said.

“I’m really looking forward to working 
with the girls down at Freo and looking 
for some success fairly quickly.  

COACH COOPER
 ON BOARD FOR AFLW 

ISC. PROUD APPAREL PARTNERS TO
THE FREMANTLE DOCKERS

THE NIGHT ANTONIO WAS CROWNED

FREO’S BEST

LEFT: Best Clubwoman  
Lisa Webb with AFLW  
Manager Wade Spilcker. 

ABOVE:  The top-three from the  
fairest and best, Kara Donnellan,  
Ebony Antonio and Dana Hooker. 

RIGHT: Freo’s new AFLW coach, Trent Cooper.

AFLW

I
t was a evening to remember for 
Ebony Antonio as she brought 
home two of the three major 
awards at Fremantle’s AFLW 
Fairest and Best celebrations at 
Crown Ballroom in April.

 On top of winning the highest honour, 
the AFLW Fairest and Best award, she 
also won the AFLW Players’ Award, 
which acknowledges the player who 
best displays the values set by the 
playing group at the start of the season.

 Rookie recruit Lisa Webb was also 
acknowledged for her contribution in 
2018 after being announced as the  
Best Clubwoman.

 The award is voted on by the playing 
group and various club departments to 
recognise the player that consistently 
puts the needs of the team first.

 In the Fairest and Best, Antonio 
polled 89 votes, four ahead of runner-
up Dana Hooker, while captain Kara 
Donnellan was third with 79 votes.

 Michelle Cowan, Fremantle’s 
inaugural senior coach, and three other 
members of Fremantle’s 2018 AFLW 
coaching staff awarded votes from zero 
to five per game for each player. A player 
can receive a maximum of 20 votes for 
an outstanding performance.

 The win capped off an outstanding 
season for Antonio, who was announced 
in the 2018 All Australian team alongside 
Hooker, the inaugural AFLW Fairest and 
Best winner in 2017.

 The 26-year-old joins Hooker as  
well as the likes of Matthew Pavlich,  
Nat Fyfe, Aaron Sandilands and Peter Bell  
as club champions for Fremantle.  
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Fremantle’s Corporate Sales team on (08) 9433 7182  
or by emailing sales@fremantlefc.com.au
AFL AUTHORISED ON-SELLER OSAFL 18/12. CONDITIONS APPLY.

To take your 
place in history, 

please contact

THE ULTIMATE
THE ATLANTIC, CROWN 
SEPTEMBER 29

Exclusive lunch at The Atlantic, 
Crown, featuring the game’s  
top-tier AFL players and coaches. 
Chauffeur transfers to the MCG for  
a genuine money-can’t-buy 
experience, before taking your 
premium reserved seat at the  
2018 Toyota AFL Grand Final.

CROWN GRAND FINAL 
BREAKFAST 
CROWN PALLADIUM 
SEPTEMBER 29

Crown Palladium will play host 
to this outstanding event where 
guests will enjoy a gourmet 
breakfast while hearing from  
some of the game’s greatest 
names, all giving their exclusive 
preview of what to expect for the 
2018 Toyota AFL Grand Final. 

CARLTON DRAUGHT 
GRAND FINAL FRONT BAR 
YARRA PARK, MCG 
SEPTEMBER 29

Located on the doorstep  
of the MCG, join excited fans  
in the casual and relaxed  
pre-game Carlton Draught Grand  
Final Front Bar precinct, before 
taking your guaranteed reserved 
seat for the 2018 Toyota AFL  
Grand Final.

GRAND FINAL  
SERIES PASS
SEPTEMBER 6–29

 
Experience all of the drama, 
excitement, agony and ecstasy of the 
Toyota AFL Finals Series from start to 
finish with the hugely popular Grand 
Final Series Pass. Included in your 
Grand Final Series Pass is access  
to a match in each week of the  
2018 Toyota AFL Finals Series. 

BOOK NOW! PLACES ARE STRICTLY LIMITED

T H E

L I M I T E D E D I T I O N

ULTIMATE
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What do you do in your spare time? 
I don’t have any spare time! Ethan’s golf takes 
over most things. He is playing all year round.

What was your favourite memory 
from playing at Freo? 
The first year here was a pretty exciting time, to 
be involved in a new AFL club, to be involved with 
the Freo Dockers at the start. It was exciting to 
get to know new people. Being involved in the 
AFL was exciting enough, getting drafted and 
playing the first game against Richmond at the 
MCG. We lost by five points but there were some 
good memories.

Who was the best Freo player you played  
with when you were at the club? 
Most courageous was Dale Kickett. Overall it was 
a pretty even group, but I think Ben Allan was 
probably one that stood out, even though he had 
terrible knees, he played some really good games 
and I looked up to him. Gary Dhurrkay was one of 
the most skilful players I played with.

Are there any past players that  
you still catch up with? 
I see Dale Kickett around and I have seen Scott 
Edwards at netball. I don’t really have much time 
to catch up with others, although I still respect 
them and enjoyed the time I spent with them.

Do you follow the current Freo team? 
I do. I’m waiting to see the premiership because it 
has been a long, hard road. I can’t wait for that to 
happen. I am jealous of them as well because they 
have this magnificent facility and they are playing  
in probably the best stadium in Australia.

Who are your favourite current  
Freo players to follow? 
They are all good players, aren’t they?  
I like the way Sonny (Michael Walters) plays. 
Bradley and Stephen (Hill) are nephews of 
mine so I am keen to see them play well. 
Nat Fyfe and Lachie Neale, 
they are great players.  
I’d love to see them  
play finals again and 
win a flag.  

Winston Abraham spent 
only three years with 
Fremantle but he has  
long been remembered as 
a fan favourite, kicking 
55 goals from 38 games 
between 1995 and 1997.

Abraham recently  
visited Fremantle’s new 
facilities, where he spoke 
to Docker magazine.
What do you make of the new facility? 
It’s magnificent and a big difference to  
1995. It’s an awesome facility, just to see  
how much things have changed in the time  
I have been away from football. It’s a big  
business now. There’s new recruits coming in,  
I think it’s a good chance for them to start  
from scratch and move forward.

What are you up to these days? 
I’m working with Australia Post at the moment. 
I have been married to Katrina for 13 years and I 
have four children. Ethan, 17, Winnie, 15, Gary, 12 
and Tayla, 8. They are all involved in sport, the two 
boys are into golf and Gary also likes a bit of footy. 

WINSTON 
ABRAHAM

WHERE HAVE  
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FREO FREEZE 
Spreading the support in Niseko, 
Japan, we dolled up this snowman 
with purple power and named him 
“Fyfey” after our favourite player.

Alana Quinsee, Beaconsfield 

ACROSS  
THE SEAS 
While travelling through Canada,  
we got asked a lot about our matching 
jackets. We wore them proudly, visiting 
the glaciers in Juneau Alaska and hiking 
Lake Louise BC.

Todd and Lisa Bishop, Aubin Grove

2035 DRAFT?  
Six-month-old Jordan Monk 
is all kitted out in his Fremantle 
gear. His grandma has high 
hopes for him to be the next 
big superstar for Freo.

Leonie Kenny, Harvey

PURPLE  
SCOTS 
My grandkids Riley and Jackson 
took their purple passion overseas 
to Edinburgh to visit their other 
grandparents and teach them all 
about the AFL. 

Linc Downward, Ashby

PURPLE PATCH
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Fantastic 

photos from 

Fremantle 
fans!

Welcome to the
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TAKING THE 
LIBERTY
We recently went to New York where 
the temperature was freezing but we 
decided to be brave and de-layered 
just long enough to get a photo in our 
purple with the Statue of Liberty. 

Cassandra and Colin Doherty, Thornlie

WEDDING 
CRASHERS 
We missed the footy for our daughter’s 
wedding but as it was next door we 
got to hear some of the action and 
even met Johnny and Jenny Docker 
along the way. 

Sharon and Walter Zeb, Ellenbrook

WELCOME NINA!
Freo’s newest recruit all the way from  
Japan! My beautiful six-month old niece 
Nina dressed up in her first Freo Dockers 
outfit. She just loves to support and 
watch her favourite team. Go Freo!

Desmond R. Daye, Perth

VIRTUAL  
PASSION 
While in Antarctica filming for a virtual 
reality tour of the continent, I had to take my 
Fremantle Dockers scarf to keep me warm 
and show the world my purple passion. 

Briege Whitehead, Bruce Rock

PURPLE PATCH
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There have been so many highlights to the season so far! How cool is 
Optus Stadium and the light show at our night games. It was great to 

see so many Freo fans at our Purple Haze game, a great win for the 
kids! Jenny and I have loved seeing all of you dress up in your purple 

gear and cheering on the team. Go Freo! See you on the flip side.

JOHNNY & JENNY

It was great seeing so many fans at the club’s first 
open training session for the season at Victor George 
Kailis Oval in April. We love any opportunity we get to 
have our junior fans come along and join in our training 
sessions. Make sure you come along to our next open 
training session in the July school holidays!

Here are a few happy snaps from the day!  

SHANE KERSTEN & ‘BOSTON’
Breed: French Bulldog

Age: One year 

Favourite treat:  
Special dog chocolate 

Best trick: Sleeping

Favourite thing to  
do together: Go for  
a run along the beach 

TRAINING

HI KIDS!!!

KIDZONE

PLAYERS & THEIR

POOCHES

OPEN

26      FREMANTLEFC.COM.AU
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CERRA
BANFIELD 

FYFE 
NEALE 

WALTERS 
BRAYSHAW

RYAN 
McCARTHY 

CROWDEN 
JOHNSON

SANDILANDS 
PEARCE

HOUSE
MATES

SPOT THE DIFERENCE 

Can you find these 12 AFL players’  
names in the word sleuth?

Freo youngsters, Taylin Duman, 
Brennan Cox and Luke Ryan live 
together in North Coogee. Johnny 
caught up with Taylin to ask him a 
few questions about how their 
household operates! 

Who is the messiest?   
Brennan Cox

Who is the best cook?   
I would have to say myself,  
I can cook a good steak 

What do you guys like to watch on TV?  
We watch sport most of the time 

What do you guys do on your day off?  
Play Fortnite on PlayStation 

TRAINING

1. Nat Fyfe’s boots are different colours 2. Hand not poking through banner 3. One Sponsor panel has been removed from the banner 4. The ‘E’ on the banner next to the chevron is missing the base stroke 5. Sandi’s Woodside logo is a different colour. 
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SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
FUN FOR ALL!

OPEN TRAINING  WEDNESDAY 11 JULY

*Valid at Fremantle Dockers ISC Super Store 
during Wednesday’s open training session only.

WHERE
Victor George Kailis Oval, Cockburn ARC from 9am 
Player signing session to follow training

$10
FREO CAPS OR  

MINI FOOTBALLS 

AVAILABLE ON  
THE DAY*

TEAM STORE 
SPECIAL
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